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the case of the spoiled, or shy, or too-dependent child. The
strangeness of the room, the teacher, and the children, and
the absence of the mother combine to make such a child
afraid. Later, a difficult lesson, an impending examination,
a threat of punishment may cause fear of failure and of the
disapproval which may result. Excessive crying during these
years may be due to lack of ability to profit readily by
experience.
On the other hand, previous training may be the cause of
a six-year-old's putting her head on the desk and crying con-
tinuously the first few days of school. Parents may have been
over-solicitous. The clinical records of a small group of
withdrawing children were compared with a somewhat com-
parative group of children who did not show withdrawing
tendencies.18 The following factors pertaining to the homes
and the child seem to be associated with shyness: broken
home with child placed out; poor health or history of poor
health; being the older of two children in a family; both
parents nonsocial; one or both parents nonsocial, neurotic,
psychotic, or immoral. The wrong associations may have
been built around the child's ideas of school and teacher:
school — a place where children do not like to go; teacher —
someone who will whip you if you are naughty and do not
learri your lessons; school children — children who will tease
you or hurt you. Frequently these ideas constitute a child's
conception of school instead of the desirable associations:
school — a place where you learn to read stories, play games
with other children, and see and hear new and interesting
things. The obvious treatment of fear due to wrong first
impressions is to require the persons who have been responsi-
ble for the wrong associations to retract their statements, and
patiently to associate school with pleasurable experiences.
Work that the timid child is able to do and is interested
in should be offered to him. Doing something successfully
is a pleasant experience. \ Success in school activities is one
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